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PurposePurpose
This portfolio is a brief overview of my qualifications, 
experience and philosophy as a teacher I haveexperience, and philosophy as a teacher.  I have 
designed this portfolio around the South Carolina 
ADEPT domains: planning, instruction, environment and 
professionalism.  For each I have provided a graphic, g
which shows how I have incorporated that domain into 
my teaching, and additional examples of work I have 
done which supports that domain.
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Educational Experience Other Qualifications
• I completed my Master of Arts in Teaching degree in 

May 2010  with dual certification in early 
elementary and elementary education.

• I participated in three extended practicums in 2009:

I have a varied background of working with children
through my own experience as a mother of two boys
and my work and volunteer experience:

• Cub Scouts I volunteered with Cub Scouts for 8I participated in three extended practicums in 2009:

– Ballentine Elementary (Richland/Lexington 5), 
4th grade & 2nd grade

– Windsor Elementary (Richland 2), 
Kindergarten

• Cub Scouts—I volunteered with Cub Scouts for 8 
years and served as both a Den Leader and a 
Cubmaster.   My duties involved planning 
weekly and monthly events for both indoor and 
outdoor activities.  In addition to working with g

• I completed 16 weeks of student teaching in a 2nd 
grade classroom at Chapin Elementary in May 2010.

• During my school career, I have been exposed to the 
latest research and best practices in education.  I 

both small and large groups of boys, I also 
gained experience working with adult 
volunteers.

• Lexington County Museum—I was employed by 
the m se m for 5 ears and as responsible forhave had the opportunity to observe and 

participate in a variety of educational settings, such 
as Montessori, Highly Effective Teaching, and 
magnet schools.

• I desire to pro ide meaningf l learning in a hands

the museum for 5 years and was responsible for 
delivering hands‐on, historically accurate tours 
reflecting South Carolina history to K‐5th grade 
students.

• Nursery Road Elementary—As a parent• I desire to provide meaningful learning in a hands‐
on environment where students are allowed to 
explore and inquire about the world around them.  

Nursery Road Elementary As a parent 
volunteer, I worked in the classroom (K‐3rd) and 
the media center.



Philosophy
I believe that every child can learn and be successful if given the appropriateI believe that every child can learn and be successful if given the appropriate
opportunities.  As teachers we are responsible for finding new and innovative ways to
capture the interests of our students.  This can be accomplished through activities such
as hands‐on learning, technology, cooperative learning, and inquiry based learning.  

Vision
My classroom vision is to provide a secure, loving 
environment which facilitates children to understandenvironment which facilitates children to understand 
the truth about the world around them.  In so doing, 
they will learn to think critically, communicate 
effectively, and demonstrate effective interpersonal 
skills.

Students with Diverse Needs
Probably one of a teacher’s most challenging tasks is to be able to teach to the needs ofProbably one of a teacher s most challenging tasks is to be able to teach to the needs of 
each student.  I believe that both my BA degree in psychology (with an emphasis on 
developmental psychology and gifted education) and my current training at CIU have 
prepared me for this task.  Using a combination of different strategies (i.e., brain based, 
developmental, cooperative learning) will enable me to help every child be successful.



Planning
This graphic demonstrates my belief that a teacher must always be wellThis graphic demonstrates my belief that a teacher must always be well 
prepared with both long and short term planning.  An effective teacher 
will design lessons that meet the state standards while also providing the 
variety needed to meet the needs of all of her students.
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Planning
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Analyzing and 
Daily and 

weekly lesson 
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instruction
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These are selections from my Unit 
Planning

Work Sample created for a unit on 
supply and demand.  In addition to a 
pre‐ and post‐assessment, this unit 
concluded with a whole class auctionconcluded with a whole class auction 
to demonstrate the principles of 
supply and demand.

SUnit



Instruction
The following pages give an overview of my beliefs regarding 
instruction within the classroom. 

• Slide 1 delineates my “big ideas” regarding instruction and 
my classroom implementation.

•Slide 2 shows a sample unit that I designed incorporatingSlide 2 shows a sample unit that I designed incorporating 
technology, authentic assessment, and multiple intelligences 
into one seamless unit.



Instruction

Online resources

SMART response clickers

Streamline videos

Use of math 
manipulatives

Authentic 
assessments

Technology use
SMART Board

PowerPoint

Making learning meaningful

Concrete and 
hands‐on learning

Daily Instruction

Created a non

Teacher guides the students 

Created a non‐
fiction animal unit in 
conjunction with my 
cooperating teacher.

Inquiry 
Method

Critical thinking skills

Balanced literacy
g

through the discovery of 
learningUsing shared reading, independent 

reading, reader’s theater and writer’s 
workshop to create seamless reading 
and writing lessons.

“Challenge of the Week”



Instruction

• Samples from my continents unit 
h i h SMART B d ishowing the SMART Board presentation 
with embedded hyperlinks to online 
videos and websites (above). 
• Students recorded interesting  g
information they learned in their 
passports (right).  



Environment
•This graphic shows ways I have worked to create a positive 
classroom environment. 
• The next two slides show ways I have designed instruction and 
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Environment

Above is a sample of a student’s buffalo hide story, 
which was a concluding activity in our Native 
American unit.  This activity especially appealed to 
the students who enjoy using art to express their

As a class we charted nonfiction text 
features.  The students later used a 
minimum of three text features to create the students who enjoy using art to express their 

ideas.  their own nonfiction book about an animal 
of their choice.



Environment
The class 
incorporated what 
they had learned 
about nonfictionabout nonfiction 
text features by 
identifying those 
features in specific 
booksbooks.

Using the SMART Board to introduce a Using the SMART oard to introduce a
unit on fractions.



ProfessionalismProfessionalism
• Works in conjunction with other teachers to share, 

combine and create new units

• Establishes and maintains positive parent‐teacher 
relationships

• Strives to be a lifelong learnerg

– Attended the Regie Routman literacy 
development course at Chapin Elementary

– Participated in the Everyday Editing book studyParticipated in the Everyday Editing book study 
sponsored through Richland/Lexington 5

– Member of PSTA and IRA

Assisting students at the Chapin Elementary Literacy night.


